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DRAFTED BY EB/IED/BP:T A SCHLENKER:BT 
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L/EB:S BENSON (INFO) 

EA/J:D SMITH 
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TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS STATE 108702 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION (FTC) INVESTI- 
GATION OF DATSON ADVERTISING CLAIMS 

1. EEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION (FTC) HAS ADVISED DEPARTMENT 
THAT IT IS CONDUCTING AN INVESTIGATION OF NISSAN MOTORS 
CORPORATION IN U.S.A., A SUBSIDIARY OF NISSAN MOTORS 
CORPORATION OF JAPAN, PURSUANT TO SECTION 5 OF FEDERAL 
TRADE COMMISSION ACT. PURPOSE OF THE INVESTIGATION IS TO 
ASCERTAIN WHETHER NISSAN'S CURRENT ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IS 
USING DECEPTIVE OR MISLEADING ADVERTISING, PARTICULARLY 
WITH RESPECT TO FUEL ECONOMY CLAIMS AND RELATED STATEMENTS. 

2. FTC STATES THAT THE INSTITUTION OF SUCH AN INVESTIGA- 
TION SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS A DETERMINATION THAT ANY 
VIOLATIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE. IT CANNOT BE PREDICTED AT 
THIS TIME WHAT THE OUTCOME OF THE INVESTIGATION MAY BE OR 
HOW LONG IT MAY TAKE. 
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3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INFORM SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION SECTION, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, OF THE 
ABOVE ACTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 1967 OECD RECOMMENDATION 
OF NOTIFICATION OF RESTRICTIVE BUSINESS PRACTICE ACTIONS 
AFFECTING INTERESTS OF OTHER MEMBER COUNTRIES. PLEASE 
REPORT ANY REACTIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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